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likely to occur if the ewe is allowed to lamb by herself in a private pen designed for this purpose. One way to bring about a reconciliation between mother and lamb is to draw some milk from the udder of the ewe and smear it over her nose and on the rump of the lamb. This frequently establishes ownership.
If such an unnatural mother is placed in a pen with the young lamb and tied so that she cannot chase the youngster away every time it tries to nurse, she may finally accept it as her own.
Orphan lambs
An orphan lamb is sometimes adopted by another ewe that has lost her own lamb or in some cases a ewe with abundance of milk and only one lamb to suckle can be persuaded to accept another. An orphan lamb may often be given to a ewe that has just lost her own lamb. The skin of the dead lamb is removed and fastened over the body of the orphan. The mother recognizes the odor from the skin of her own lamb and frequently will accept the substitute. The skin should be removed from the adopted lamb as soon as the ewe becomes accustomed to it. This is usually in a day or two.
Orphan lambs may be bottle-fed on undiluted cow's milk. For the first day or two it may be given 2 or 3 tablespoonsful of milk every two hours. After the first week it should be increased to 2 ounces of milk three times a day. The milk may be given in an ordinary nursing bottle supplied with the regulation nipple with the hole made larger. The amount of milk fed may be gradually increased until a full pint is taken every eight hours. After a few weeks the lambs will begin to nibble hay and grain.
CARE OF THE EWE AFTER LAMBING
The ewes that have recently lambed should be kept by themselves, fed small quantities of hay and allowed plenty of water for the first few days. Toward the end of a week